Chapter VII

In 1886, the Soo Line Railrcad was built through what was to become °
Grayslake. That was the day in which railroads made or killed a town,
depending on whether they went through them or around them., It was
the only real method of transportation. It was long before the day
of the automcbile, the truck and the airplane. Railroads were very
wealthy then. The opposite is true today. Railroading has gone a
full cycle, from poverty to prosperity, back to poverty.

With the arrival of the Soco, Hainesville began to wither. Soon homes
were being built in Grayslake.

At the turn of the century, Hainesville had two hotels, three taverns,
three stores and two doctors in their townm.

Construction of the Milwaukee Road Railrcad west from Libertyville
ultimately reached Janesville, Wisconsin, thus giving Hainesville

a rallroad depot.

Early in 1900, on April 2Gth, the line was in operation to what was
then known as Nippersink, 17 miles west of Rondout and one train every
day was operated in each direction, stopping at Hainesville.
Nippersink is now Fox Lake. Hainesville was 10 6/10 miles west of
Rondout and 43 miles from Chicago.

By July 1900 service had increased to three daily trains and two
Sunday trains., This servicing diminished on June 1, 1901, when the
trains no longer stopped at Hainesville Depot.

DeVoe Street south of our present day Route 120 was used for the
entrance and exist to the Railrcad Depot. George Renehan served as

the station agent.
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The fringed top station wagon, from the Round Lake Hotel,
owned and operated by George Renchan, met all trains at
Hainesgville Railroad Stetion,

Tom Nolan is the one on the right and a hotel guest named

Dick Martin is on the left, in the above photo.
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Mrs. Thomas Renehan of Avon Township,
feeding ducks and chickens in her yard,

in the year 1898,
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Thomas Renehan, father of George Renehan, came to Lake County in
1836, when he was six years old, with his father. They had come
from Canada with their oxen and had stopped at Chicago. They slept
underneath their covered wagon at night.

They came to Lake County and settled in a spot in Avon which is a
hill on the south side of Round Lake. They had built a log cabin and
after they had finished it, they went back to Canada to get the rest
of the family.

In 1848, they began to build part of their frame house and in 1856
they built an addition on to it,

In 1851, Thomas Renehan went to California and had obtained scme
gold while there, which he melted end made his wife a wedding ring,
The first mower that was bought in Avon, was by Mr. Renehan, He
paid $150.00 for it and he mowed other people's hay for $5.00 an acre.
He also had the first cradle scythe, That was given to the Lake

County Historical Society.

C EAPLE
ScyTHE
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Land was purchased for a new school house site. It was a frame
structure situated on the south side of the 0ld Plank Road and
vest of the George Battershall store.

Mamie Decker was the teacher during the 1905-06 term. She married
Louis Hendee on January 13th 1906 and finished out her term as
teacher. The school was closed from May, 1906 until October 1913,
because there was not a sufficient amount of students for the
school to function,

In October, 1913, it re-opened with about 25 students, with one
teacher teaching all grades. Franklin Hendee, son of Louils, was
among this group of students when the school re-copened. Some of
the teachers who taught at this school were, Miss Nelson, Mabel
Murrie, Anna Marett, Pearl King and Marguerite McCullough.
Students who were from Hainesville and were of high school age,
went to the Libertyville High School, which was the only high
school in the northwestern part of Lake County around 1922.
Franklin Hendee recalls boarding the Chicago, St. Paul Rail-
road train at 7:30 A, M. in Hainesville, which had two passenger
cars, six to seven milk cars and a baggage car. This train took
him into Libertyville to high school, There were approximately T8
students who rode this train from Walworth to Libertyville., The
train would continue on to Chicago and deliver the milk and would
return to Libexrtyville at 3:30 P.M. to pick up the students and

return them to their homes.
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It is worthy to note that the old log school house was torn down
by George Battershall, and the logs were used in building a horae

barn on his farm.

The building on the right of the above photo was

George Battershall's store.
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EIZGCIoN KorTICE,

By ordar of the Town Soard of the Towm of ilainesville, in the County of Lake aord
State of Illineis, an elactiunfwill be held on the 23rd duy of July, 1902, ﬁt the Town
Hall in said Tovn of Ha;nesvilla, for the purpess of submitting to vots of the nagnls
wnether thew will bacnn% orsunized as 2 villaze under articls slsven of an Act of +he
Genernl fssambly of the| State of Illinois, entitled "An Act talprnvida for the incorporatim
of Cities, and Villares" approved April 10tn, 1872, nnd in force July 1st, 1872, as amsnded,
| i
by Act approved Jumne la?h, 1891 in force July 1st, 1891,
Polls for auid elzction will he opered at T o'clock A, ¥ end elos 2 at5 a'clock
P, ¥, of the tha nbova 43rd day of July, 1902, and the following Judres of Elaction were
appointed: - -
A; He Owen,
Jekisl Conpﬁun;
C. C, Euppla;
George 2. Battershall, Pras;

Clinton Hendes, Clerk,
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S OF ILLINOIS :
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WILIA: OF AALFAVILIS

I, Co Hendes, Villase Clerk of Villaze of Hainesvilla, do

hereby certifry mi I an'Villaze Clark of the Villaze of Hainesvills, and ths sams nerson
|
who was Clerk of the Town of Hainesvills frem Juns 2nd, 1202, and ineludinz Auguat 10%h,

1902, and that I am the keeper of the records of the sazid Town of Hainesville, and now 4he

snid Villore of Aninesville; trhat said Town of MHainesville chanced to the Villare of
|

Hainesville on July 23, iGDE. and thatv the abova and forsceinz ars full, just and +rus
i = y

1

copies of the procendings of the Towm Zoard of the Jowm of Hainﬂsvilie. of the meetings of
June 12, 1902; July 7, 1202, July 21, 1902, July 23, 1902, and August 10, 1902, and of
the elnction notice, in relation to ke change of orgenization afcreanid;

That the said Villare of Hainesvills hus ne Villaze Seal, and “hat the oricinagl
rqcurd of said prncaadinés now remains in my offina;

==
N WITHESS WHEREGF I have hereunto sst oy hand and seal this _ J L.\ day of

Villaze Clerk.

July, A. D. 1903.
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In June 1903, railroad service was ageain provided to Hainesville
including one through train to and from Madison, Wisconsin, For

the next several years service varied with three or four treins
daily depending upon the season.

By 1910 Hainesville had 66 inhabitants, compared to Grayslake's

603, Hainesville began to take on the loock of a ghost town. Unlike
the early Village of Hainesville, when it was a thriving place,

In the horse-and wagon days, travelers made it their all night
stopping place on their way to and from Little Fort, which is
presently Waukegen.

Along the many miles of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway,
were located scme of the moat delightful summer homes in Lake County.
The principal resorts in ocur Hainesville area were the Avon Park
Hotel and cottages, managed by George P. Benehan, located con Round
Lake; The Cedar Hotel, managed by F. 0. Sundwall, located on Round
Lake; Taylor L&k e Hotel, managed by Mrs. Marecy Pallesen, located on
Taylor Lake ( which 1s our present day Highland Lake ); and Green

Villa Cottages, managed by Mrs. L. Greene, located on Taylor Lake.

George Battershall, a prominent resident of Hainesville, was born in
Columbia County, New York, in September, 1839. He graduated from
grammer school and attended one of the best high schools at that
time in New York.

He came to Lake County with his parents in 1854, coming as far as
Chicago by rail, They drove out from Chicego in a wagon &and stopped
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at Justice Bangs, in Wauconda, on the way. Mr. Battershall, first
worked at the Marble Rursery grafting trees. He then came to
Hainesville to live.

At the time train service wae provided for Hainesville, which was

at the turn of the century, he was elected President of the Village
of Hainesville. Clinton Hendee was the Clerk of the Board of Trustees,
Mr., Battershall also served as the Village Postmaster. He was eppoin-
ted in 1885 and 1894, and was still Postmaster in 1912,

He owned and operated a store on the 0ld Plank Rosd, which carried a
little bit of everything.

The west part of the Battershall house was built by Elijah Haines for
his mother Mrs. Bowen.

George Battershall, recognizing the inevitable, moved to Grayslake,
Only the 0ld Plank Road and Haines' house along with a few other
landmarks remained to mark the spot.

I may add that Mr. Battershall operated a department store in Grays-
lake which blossomed out mightily and became & trading center which
was much frequented in West Lake County.

George Battershall and his store at Halnesville
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CXVI



|

-« Duvision ol Bupolioy :

DIVIEUYRE TORAGHARK Y A
@@&\ * . Post Office Bepartuent
% \;1;3\ \ROUHTH ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL
(:-, _ ""\b( _!““_.? Washington
SIR: \\,".:;\ » - | Lncita. 196,

In order that the site of your post office may be accurately represented upon the post-route maps,
it is- requested that you carefully answer the questions below and furnish a sketch, according to
instructions on opposite side of paper, which should be returned to this Division as soon as possible.

Respectfully, ;

o
I'our!}a Ass"lcmt Dostmaster G’ene: T A

)

The name of my post office is. M&(

1f the town, village, or site of the post office be known by another name than that of the post oilice, state that other

name here: woeeeeeee.eee-. R e S e

My post office is sutnntc-d in tl\ufw_ﬁiggmmter of section No. . 3/ ., in Township .-.LJ.‘..{).—E.'.--.
Range /"4"\;\hf the ... 3.-.?.’:.”?::.-.?;:1—1;1'13&1 meridian, County of ......#0 /'L_b ....................... *"" ...... =
State of.-_z .lrt..l...:--:-—-é A i

The name of the nearest river is %.M-jo

ememn-ammamey 801l the post-office building is at a

i Hasz— .
distanies 68 Tl TA L on th el L side of it.

. s 8., Koy or W
The name of the nearcst creck is _‘_Z/ L AL

. [
distance of .M&,m--------_--__--__-._-_. on the (»O-

The name of the nearest office on my route is._ﬁ_-.___-.--- L Z

and its distasice 1{/2_..—: ...... miles, by the traveled road, in a v& %-, dnef.,tmn from t]us, my oflice.
N.ﬁ H., 1

The name of the nearest oflice on my route, on the other side, is..._. }...E.:‘?..f‘?.-’? .% .............................
e

and its distance is _.L-----._. miles, in ¢ > - thrertlon from this, mv oflice.
N., 8,, E., or W)

'Ihe name of the nearest office not on my route is ... _Qz .LL/M 2 R N W - R

:mc! its distance is _-5_ ___________ miles, by the tmveled road, in a‘W— ______ Yyoction from this, my office.

< side of 1heé_’_{{% E',d '-/MMMWWZRmer

The post-oflice building is on th

N, 8,E,or W,

and at a distance of 9. l&d&(ﬂ._._ from the track. |

The railroad station name is /7 ~&AretZl .

My post office is. %Ld.xﬂﬂ#é_,j SER— alr»]me distance,
A )

county Boundary. pted

Postmaster: 4

" 4901 c 5—he2t
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CIAGRAM, EXPLANATION, AND INSTRUCTIONS,

Indicate upon the diagram the site of the post office by placing a dot in the proper quarter section.
The surrounding offices should be accurately located and the names plainly written.

Draw distinetly the railways, roads, rivers, and creeks, - .
The post office is 'sqif;uatuﬁ in the jm)f&n?z ter of section No. -E:,é/.__
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In 1915, the school house property. located north on Hainesville
Road, reverted back to the original owner, the Fritsch fumily.
John Wickes, Mortimer Kapple and Arthur Leng were trustees of

Schools of Township 45 North, Range 10, East of the 3rd P. M.

On Palm Sunday, 1917 at 2 P.M., & tornado touched down in Heinesville.
It did considersble damage to the Village of Hainesville, The Ezras
Shank's barns, which were located on the southeast corner of the
01d Plank Road and Antioch Street, were blown down with seventeen
horses escaping injury.

The school house on the 0ld Plank Road, pivoted off its foundation
and the windows were blown cut. After the tornado, school was held
for nearly s year in Lyceum Hall, which is presently the location
of the George Benjamin'e residence.

Gus Christoperson's chicken house and chickens were picked up off
the ground by the tornado, and never seen again., All the windows
of the John Loftus' residence were blown cut and the chimneys om
top of the house were taken by the strong winds. Men like Franklin
Hendee and Lyle Loftus, who were just young lads when this tornado
made itself known in Hainesville, recall vividly the tremendous
amount of damage which incurred because of it.

By 1918, the Plank Road was finally dismantled. The planks settled
down in the mud under all the strain, or broke up here and there.
After a heavy rain or snow thaw, the mud was so thick +that the
horses would be up to their chests in mud. It took many teams of
horses to pull out a wagon that was embedded in it. The planks as
they became loosened, were utilized by farms along the route who |
fed the wood into their stoves, comstructed out-houses or made
fencing out of them.

Paving of Route 120 was underway. In 1920, Paschen Bros. Concrete
Conestruction Company, poured concrete seven inches thick, ten
feet wide, making travel most enjoyable,
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Robert Wickes who was employed by Paschen Brothers at that time,
stated that this concrete company, (Paschen Bros.) did the road
work from Lake Street in Grayslake, west to Voloc on Route 120.
Another concrete company did the work east on Route 120 to Waukegan.
Mr. Wickes recalls one morning when he had come to work on the
paving of the highway, that Mr. Charlie "T. I. " Hook, who was

the fireman on the steam-driven cement mixer, fired up the boiler
that morning without a sufficient amount of water in it, and damaged
the boiler., He was thereafter dismissed from his job.

Mr. Wickes' job was operating an iron-wheel wagon with a dunp bucket
to transport concrete from mixer to rcad bed. The 01d Town Well

was removed from the center of the 0ld Plank Road and Hainesville

Road when the concrete paving took place.
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Haineaville 19215,as
remembered by Franklin

Hendee.
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On June 3rd 1919, a petition was filed in the County Court of Lake
County, Illinols for the organization of a drainage district to be
known as Squaw Creek Drainage District, Lake County, Illinois,

Order entered August 29th 1919, appointing commissioners. Oath of

Commissioners subscribed and sworn to August 20th 1919, Commissicners
report filed March 19, 1923,

Map of District filed March 19, 1923.
Order entered April 25, 1923, establishing said district as provided

by law and that the corporate name of said district shall be Squaw
Creek Draipage Distriet, Lake County, Illinois,

Ho A.
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| The Hailnesville Post Office which so faithfully serviced Hainesville

' residents for seventy-three years, came to a halt on August 15th 1919,
Presently the eaat half of Hsineaville receives Grayslake Post Office
service and the west half of Hainesville, Round Lake Post Office
service.

Grace (nee Battershall) White, had the priviledge of putting the mail
bags on a post which was located near the Hainesville Railroad
Station. There was an arm on the post where the bag of mail was
attached and without the train stopping, & man would reach out from

the moving train and pick the bag of mail off the hook.

The Charles Wipper femily moved into the Village of Hainesville in
1927. They purchased the property which once belonged to George
Battershall. They, as Mr. Battershall, slso operated & store, A
Texaco gasoline pump was also pert of their busineas. They remained
in Hainesville until 1962. Mr. Wipper is decessed and his widow now

residea in Grayslake,

During Gn;ernor Emmerson's administration in the early 1930's,

red bricks were capped with one foot conerete ribtbon on each side of
Route 120. It extended from Grayslake west to Volo. It was either
Emmerson's family or a friend of the family who had owned a brick
yard. This is believed to be the reeson for the paving of the red

bricks on Route 120.
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Hainesville once had a small private cemetary, which is suppose to
be located pome where south of Cranberry Lake. There has been
much effort put forth in trying to locate the cemetary, but all has
been in vain thus far.

According to Mrs. Ruth Mogg who took the photo, says there were
four stones just south of the Cranberry Lake on the Jason Renehan
Farm, (farm is presently owned by the Grayslake Gelatin Co,) on the
west side of the road (Hainesville Road). That goes from Belvidere
(Route 120) and passes between the east shore of Round Lake and
west shore of Highland Lake, Avon Township, Section 28, There were

four stones broken and laid flat on the ground. They read as follows:

Cordelia, Died May 29, 1849, Age: 1 year, 3 months, 21 days
Child of H.G.A. Whitney, of Hainesville

Little Nelly
Lucys, Wife of J.A. Wright, Died: HNovember 12, 1850, Age: 17 years

Little Edwin

Stones came from Kenosha and were by A. J. Ehler
(Held by Jane (Drummond) Machak Willard Mogg
Photo was taken in 1938.
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